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Magadi, near the southern frontier.  The output of gold is, however,
still small.
COMMUNICATIONS AND TRADE. The Uganda railway, which runs
from Mombasa into Uganda, is the chief means of communication in
the colony. From Mombasa it ascends, often by steep gradients, to a
height of nearly 8,000 feet on the eastern escarpment of the rift-
valley. After descending about 23000 -feet into the valley, it branches
at Nakura before rising again to over 8,000 feet on the western
escarpment. One branch runs across the cereal-producing region of
the Uasin Gishu plateau, and to the south of Mount Elgon, on its way
to Uganda, while the other goes to Kisumu, the chief port on Lake
Victoria, There are also connections with Lake Magadi and
Tanganyika Territory. The principal exports are coffee, maize,
sisal, carbonate of soda, hides, and oil-seeds, while the imports con-
sist of cotton goods, motor-cars and motor spirit, and agricultural
implements and machinery.
TANGANYIKA TERRITORY1
, German East Africa, with the exception of the districts of
Ruanda and Urundi in the north-west, administered by Belgium,
is now known as Tanganyika Territory and is governed by Great-
Britain under a mandate from the League of Nations. It has an
area of 365,000 square miles and a population of over 5,000,000,
of whom less than 9,000 are Europeans. With the exception of
the Masai, who dwell to the south-west of Kilimanjaro, the majority
of the natives are of Bantu stock.
The physical geography of the country is briefly as follows:
The 600 miles of coast are bordered by a hot, moist, and frequently
unhealthy lowland of varying breadth and height, beyond which lie
various highlands, of which the Usambara, the Usagaxa, and the
Uhiguru are among the more important. The coastal plain and the
mountain slopes which face the sea have a mean annual rainfall of
at least 30, and in places of over 60 inches. Beyond the highlands,
but at a lower elevation, lie plateaus with heights of 3,500 to 4,000
feet above sea-level. The rainfall on these plateaus, sheltered by
the mountains, is naturally low; in the east it probably does not
exceed 30 inches and is sometimes much less, but it increases in the
1 The Handbook of Tanganyika, edited by G. F, Sayers, contains much
useful information.